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NATS-L660 PORTABLE CHAINSAW 
EMPOWER THE EDUCATOR 

Course Description 
NATS L-660 Portable Chainsaw Empower the Educator: This instructor-led leadership development 
program is intended to be delivered at the local level. NATS Empower the Educator™ (Train the 
Trainer) leadership development program is our flagship program, designed to prepare, practice, 
and inspire proficiency through an immersive 6-day destination-based training program. In this 
program attendees will learn best in class technical chainsaw competency training and evaluation 
techniques coupled with science backed human performance tools and have the opportunity to 
practice applying these tools in a peer-to-peer teach-back environment that is like nothing 
experienced before! This program is designed to open your mind, fill your heart and hone your 
technical skills as a leader so you can help others become the best versions of themselves! 

Participant Pre-Qualification 
Participants must be pre-qualified as competent and experienced chainsaw operators with 
considerable chainsaw operation and tree-felling experience. The included registration intake form 
must be filled out and prerequisites completed prior to the course. 

Prerequisites: 
- 3 years of documented experience operating chainsaws.
- Complete NATS ETE Program Registration and Pre-Qualification Form
- Complete NATS OSHA 30 General Industry Tree Worker Course (Virtual) or Equivalent
- Complete NATS K-40 Portable Chainsaw General Safety Requirements™ (Online Course)

Participant Competency Verification 
Each participant will be required to undergo a competency verification and demonstrate competency 
in the following disciplines: 
• NATS Limbing and Bucking Competency Verification™
• NATS Chainsaw Bolt Competency Verification™
• NATS Technical Tree Felling Competency Verification™
• NATS Hazard & Danger Felling Competency Verification™
• NATS Instructor Competency Verification™

Who Should Attend 
Experienced chainsaw operators who are in a safety or training leadership role required to deliver 
occupational safety and health training with portable chainsaws to new hires who have received an 
initial assignment to operate chainsaws or to workers who have received previous training and need 
a refresher on applicable knowledge, skills, or abilities when operating a chainsaw in identified 
areas. 
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Employing highly skilled and competent trainers in your organization can be difficult. Being a trainer 
can be one of the most exciting and fulfilling occupations on the planet. However, if trainers are 
missing critical knowledge, skills or abilities, it can be a major struggle and can create a high-stress 
environment on your team. 

The secret to success is to learn from master instructors who have spent decades honing their craft 
by effectively delivering best in class training in the safety, health and environmental fields tailored 
for professionals who work with trees. 

At North American Training Solutions (NATS), we believe high performing teams, are a result of 
high-level training. Developing your trainers as leaders will benefit many organizations by helping 
meet their human resource needs, budgetary goals, and employee development initiatives. 

NATS Empower the Educator™ (Train the Trainer) Training Program will increase and verify a 
trainer’s confidence in the training arena. You’ll be amazed to see what your trainers can achieve in 
your organization once they’ve been properly trained, educated, verified and practiced in the 
intricacies of safety, health and environmental training. 

This program is a professional development opportunity for current leaders, managers and trainers 
who are also expert chainsaw users. 

Location: Nature's Classroom, 19 Harrington Road, Charlton, MA 01507 

Date: December 6-12, 2026 

Attendee check-in will begin at 5:00 pm on Sunday, December 6. 

Daily course times: Each day will begin early, and all evenings will include session time. Please 
be prepared to focus all week on the training program. There will not be time to leave the 
camp/resort for any other activities during the week. 

Cost: $2,995* per attendee (early registration rate). Cost includes 6 nights’ accommodations**, all 
meals and refreshment breaks, use of facilities, as well as all course materials, instructor resources 
and course deliverables. Participants need to make their own travel arrangements to arrive at the 
camp facility. 
*Accommodations are dormitory style with bunk beds, double-occupancy pricing. Single occupancy 
is available for an additional fee.  
**Attendees must take all linens (sheets, blanket, pillow, towels, etc.). For those flying, there is a 
limited supply of linens available for rent if needed.  

Age of Majority: Each participant must be over the age of majority (18) in the state of Massachusetts 
where the course is being held. 
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Continuing Education Units 
ISA Certified Arborists and TCIA CTSPs will be eligible to receive Continuing Education Units 
(CEU’s). 

Portability of Credentials 
Credentials earned by learners who successfully complete all aspects of NATS training and 
education coursework(s) and training program(s) are industry-leading and portable, which means 
the credentials are the property of the learner and are not the property of the company that 
employs them. The portability of credentials is required by certain OSHA regulations to ensure both 
employers and employees have access to adequate occupational safety and health training and is 
intended to minimize excess training costs as long as employers possess validation that 
employees have met the specified requirements. 

Training Course(s) Type 
This training course is a blended learning solution consisting of Knowledge-based (K) course work, 
Skills-based (S) course work, and Leadership (L) course work. 

• Knowledge (K) courses are designed to present facts, information, principles or
understanding acquired through experience, research, or education.

• Skills (S) courses are designed to improve the ability to perform a task or activity with a
specific intended outcome acquired through education, training, experience, or other
means. Skill-based training typically possesses a hands-on portion; however, the specific
topic, subject matter and environmental conditions determine the hands-on nature of the
training.

• Leadership (L) courses are designed to intentionally develop an individual serving in a
leadership role where they are leading teams of people. People in leadership roles have
increasing challenges. They accept responsibility, not only for their own actions, but for
those of their team. Leaders of people act to develop credibility as leaders, placing the
team ahead of themselves, demonstrating trustworthiness, mastering essential technical
skills, and instilling the values of the organization in their teams.

PPE Requirements 
Participants shall bring their own PPE which meets the following standards. 
A PPE inspection will be performed prior to field training beginning, and NATS reserves the right to 
deny participation in course programming of any individual who they determine, in its sole and 
absolute discretion, lacks adequate PPE or is otherwise unfit to perform a given course task.  

PPE required for this course is as follows: 
· Head Protection (ANSI Z89.1 Not older than 3 years from current course month and year)
· Hearing Protection (Ear plugs or Muffs to reduce noise below 85dB over an 8hr TWA)
· Eye Protection (ANSI Z87.1)
· High Viz Shirt (ANSI / ISEA 107 Class 2 or equivalent)
· Hand Protection (ANSI / ISEA 105 cut resistance level A1 or higher)
· Chainsaw Leg protection-must cover to the ankle (ASTM F1897-2020 or newer: look on UL label)
· Foot Protection (Lace-up work boot with protective toe that supports up to the ankle or above,

ASTM F2412 / F2413 protective footwear recommended)
· Other PPE for specific site conditions or due to special requirements (Rain gear, cold weather gear

etc.)
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Course Content Outline 

NATS L-660 Portable Chainsaw Empower the Educator Program™ is composed of the 
following Courses and Competency Verifications 

L-660 Courses
- NATS L-190 Human Effectiveness And Resilience Training (HEART)™
- NATS L-195 ANSI Z490 Training Standard
- NATS S-110 Portable Chainsaw Limbing and Bucking™
- NATS S-220 Portable Chainsaw Technical Tree Cutting and Felling™
- NATS S-230 Portable Chainsaw Hazard and Danger Tree Cutting and Felling™

L-660 Competency Verifications
- NATS Limbing and Bucking Competency Verification™
- NATS Chainsaw Bolt Competency Verification™
- NATS Technical Tree Felling Competency Verification™
- NATS Hazard and Danger Tree Cutting & Felling Competency Verification™
- NATS Instructor Competency Verification™

NATS L-190 Human Effectiveness And Resilience Training™ (HEART™): This instructor-led 
leadership training course is a classroom style course intended to be delivered at the local level. 
In this course individual attendees will learn science-based human performance techniques 
designed to help people shift into heart coherence, an optimal state which creates the foundation 
for clearer thinking, making better choices, staying composed in times of chaos or stress, 
sustainable improvements in health and wellness, better sleep, and overall fulfillment. This 
course is built on the science-backed research and methods of HeartMath Institute’s (HMI) tools 
and techniques which will be explained and demonstrated by instructors as well as available for 
participants to practice in a group setting. 

NATS L-195 ANSI Z490 Training Standard: This instructor-led leadership training course is a 
classroom style course intended to be delivered at the local level. In this course individual 
attendees will learn how to assess, develop, deliver, and evaluate best in class safety, health and 
environmental training through application of the ANSI Z490 Standard Criteria For Accepted 
Practices In Safety, Health, and Environmental Training. The state-of-the-art techniques utilized 
by NATS Instructors to ensure effective safety, health and environmental training will be 
demonstrated throughout the course to prepare learners through practice in developing, 
delivering and evaluating highly effective safety, health and environmental training. 

NATS S-110 Portable Chainsaw Limbing and Bucking™: This instructor-led course is intended 
to be delivered at the local level. The course meets the challenges workers face when performing 
tree removal operations where trees and tree debris are already downed and laying on the 
ground. Tree workers are often required to cut and remove trees utilizing a chainsaw in which 
limbing and bucking, cutting techniques are applied for clearing brush, cutting trees and tree parts 
that have toppled, broken or uprooted blocking access to infrastructure. Specialty cutting 
techniques and equipment will be explained, demonstrated by instructors as well as available for 
participants to practice skills in a hands-on setting. 
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NATS S-220 Portable Chainsaw Technical Tree Felling™: This instructor-led course is 
intended to be delivered at the local level. The course lessons provide introduction to the 
function, maintenance and use of portable chainsaws, and their technical application. The 
course meets the challenges workers face when performing tree removal operations where trees 
located in proximity to targets such as roads, buildings, and infrastructure require special 
technical skills and equipment to safely fell trees into designated drop zones. Specialty cutting 
techniques and equipment will be explained, demonstrated by instructors as well as available 
for participants to practice skills in a hands-on setting. 

NATS S-230 Portable Chainsaw Hazard & Danger Tree Cutting and Felling™: This 
instructor-led course is intended to be delivered at the local level. According to OSHA, “a 
Danger (Hazard) Tree is, a standing tree that presents a hazard to employees due to conditions 
such as, but not limited to, deterioration or physical damage to the root system, trunk, stem or 
limbs, and the direction and lean of the tree.” The course meets the challenges workers face 
when performing tree removal operations where danger or hazard trees are located within 
proximity to targets such as roads, buildings, and infrastructure require special technical skills 
and equipment to safely fell trees into designated drop zones. Specialty cutting techniques and 
equipment will be explained, demonstrated by instructors as well as available for participants to 
practice skills in a hands-on setting. 

NATS Limbing and Bucking Competency Verification™ 
This evaluator-facilitated technical competency verification is intended to be delivered at the local 
level. NATS Limbing and Bucking Competency Verification™ is intended to establish a 
candidate’s competency through a best-in-class process and provide documentation on a 
candidate’s knowledge, skill and abilities via our proprietary NATS Competency Process™. In 
this process a NATS Qualified Evaluator utilizes our state-of-the-art Competency Verification 
Form™ and NATS SafeTree Simulators™ (patent pending) to consistently evaluate a candidate 
in a series of technical capabilities. NATS uses a 1-4 scale to determine whether a candidate 
needs training, experience, is competent, or proficient. The evaluator will provide feedback upon 
completion of the assessment, and document their findings. 

NATS Chainsaw Bolt Competency Verification™ 
This evaluator-facilitated technical competency verification is intended to be delivered at the local 
level. NATS Chainsaw Bolt Competency Verification™ is intended to establish a candidate’s 
competency as a pre-qualifier to advance to NATS Technical Tree Felling Competency 
Verification™ and provide documentation on a candidate’s knowledge, skill and abilities via our 
proprietary NATS Competency Process™. In this process a NATS Qualified Evaluator utilizes 
our state-of-the-art Competency Verification Form™ and NATS SafeTree Simulators™ (patent 
pending) to consistently evaluate a candidate in a series of technical skills. NATS uses a 1-4 
scale to determine whether a candidate needs training, experience, is competent, or proficient. 
The evaluator will provide feedback upon completion of the assessment, and document their 
findings. 

mailto:info@natstraining.com


42 Main Street Douglas, MA 01516 
Office: 888-652-9116 
info@natstraining.com 

© 2025 North American Training Solutions, Inc. All rights reserved. 

NATS Technical Tree Felling Competency Verification™ 
This evaluator-facilitated technical competency verification is intended to be delivered at the local 
level. NATS Technical Tree Felling Competency Verification™ is intended to establish a 
candidate’s competency when performing tree felling in complex worksites containing multiple 
hazards, and obstacles which require specialized cutting techniques to land trees or tree sections 
into designated drop zones, and provide documentation on a candidate’s knowledge, skill and 
abilities via our proprietary NATS Competency Process™. In this process a NATS Qualified 
Evaluator utilizes our state-of-the-art Competency Verification Form™ and NATS SafeTree 
Simulators™ (patent pending) to consistently evaluate a candidate in a series of technical 
capabilities. NATS uses a 1-4 scale to determine whether a candidate needs training, experience, 
is competent, or proficient. The evaluator will provide feedback upon completion of the 
assessment, and document their findings. 

NATS Hazard & Danger Tree Felling Competency Verification™ 
This evaluator-facilitated technical competency verification is intended to be delivered at the local 
level. NATS Hazard & Danger Tree Felling Competency Verification™ is intended to establish a 
candidate’s competency when performing tree felling on hazard & danger trees which require 
specialized cutting techniques to land hazard trees or tree sections into designated drop zones, 
and provide documentation on a candidate’s knowledge, skill and abilities via our proprietary 
NATS Competency Process™. In this process a NATS Qualified Evaluator utilizes our state-of-
the-art Competency Verification Form™ and NATS SafeTree Simulators™ (patent pending) to 
consistently evaluate a candidate in a series of technical capabilities. NATS uses a 1-4 scale to 
determine whether a candidate needs training, experience, is competent, or proficient. The 
evaluator will provide feedback upon completion of the assessment, and document their findings. 

NATS Instructor Competency Verification™ 
This evaluator-facilitated instructor competency verification is intended to be delivered at the local 
level. NATS Instructor Competency Verification™ has been described as the “gold standard” for 
safety, health and environmental trainers who work with trees. The instructor verification process 
is intended to establish an instructor’s competency through our best-in-class competency process 
and provide essential documentation on an instructor’s knowledge, skill and abilities via our 
proprietary NATS Competency Process™. In this process a NATS Qualified Evaluator™ utilizes 
our state-of-the-art Competency Verification Form™ to consistently evaluate an instructor 
candidate in a series of leadership, knowledge, skill, and capabilities. NATS uses a 1-4 scale to 
determine whether a candidate needs training, experience, is competent, or proficient. The 
evaluator will facilitate feedback upon completion of the assessment, and document findings 
narrated via a peer-to-peer teach-back simulation. A copy of the completed Competency 
Verification Form will be provided to the candidate documenting their performance, and a 
corresponding certificate will be provided at the closing graduation.
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  Registration Form 
NATS-L660 Portable Chainsaw Empower the Educator™ 

 

Location: Nature’s Classroom, 19 Harrington Road, Charleton, MA 01507 

Date: December 6-12, 2026 

Registration Deadline: Early registration ends on November 16; late registration ends November 25 

Daily course times: Each day will begin early and all evenings will include session time. Please be prepared to focus all 
week on the training program. There will not be time to leave the camp for any other activities during the week. 

 
Registration Rate: $2,995 per attendee (early registration); $3,299 (late registration).  
Cost includes 6 nights’ accommodation, all meals and refreshment breaks, use of facilities, as well as all course materials, 
instructor resources, and course deliverables. Participants need to make their own travel arrangements to arrive at the 
camp facility. 
 
One form should be filled out for each individual registrant. 
 

 
Name:   

 
Company:   

Address:   City:   
 

State:   Zip Code:   
 

Bus ph #:   Cell ph #:   

E-mail:   

Second e-mail to be cc’d:   

How did you hear about this course?   

Special Dietary Needs? Please Specify ______________________________________ 
 

We ask each registrant to provide an e-mail address, so you can receive your confirmation letter and supporting information. If an 
administrator in your office is submitting a registration, please ensure to pass along the confirmation package to the staff member who will 
be attending the training. NO CONFIRMATION PACKAGES WILL BE SENT VIA REGULAR MAIL 

 
Registration fee(s): 
 ____  (Early) $2,995      ____ (Late) $3,299     ____(Single-Occupancy Fee) $20     ____(Linen Rental Fee) $15 
  
You will be invoiced for the registration fee. Payment is due upon receipt. 

 
Total Amount to Invoice:   

 

 
Send to: North American Training Solutions via info@natstraining.com 

 
Cancellation Policy 

30 or more days in advance: Full refund 29-14 days advance: 50% cancel penalty 
13-0 days in advance: 100% cancel penalty/no refunds No-shows: No refund 

Office Use Only: 
Received By:   Date registration received:   



   
   Pre-Qualification Questions  
 NATS-L660 Portable Chainsaw Empower the Educator™ 

 

 
Please submit your resume outlining your professional experience as a climber with your registration and 
pre-qualification forms to info@natstraining.com 

 
 
Name:   

 
How many years have you been climbing in your profession?   

 
Current employer:   

 
Current job title / position:   

Length of employment with current employer:   
 

List prior training programs, projects or experience you have in technical tree climbing: 
 

       ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

       ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

       ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
What type of workers will you be training in your organization after you complete this program? 

 
       ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
       ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please list out any professional certifications, qualifications, licenses, or training in climbing:  
  
       _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
       __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
       __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
       

You may receive a phone call if we need to ask you further questions to confirm pre-qualification into this 
program. If we have accepted your registration, you will receive a confirmation letter to confirm this. 
Registrations may be denied at the discretion of the instructor, in which case you will be notified. 

 
 

I agree to the following statement: 
The information and resources contained in NATS Empower the Educator™ (Train the Trainer) 
Program are proprietary information that is fundamental to our business. The workbooks and training 
materials are copyright protected. This application includes a commitment from you as well as trainers, 
educators and representatives within your organization to not duplicate any of the training materials for 
any purpose without the expressed written permission from North American Training Solutions.  
©2025 North American Training Solutions Inc. All rights reserved. 

 
Signature:   Name (printed):   
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